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REVIE VV 


OF THE 


S EF A F E 


OF THE 


ENGLISH NATION 


Cannot but interrupt the Thread of 
this Diſcourſe a little, with the ſhort 
\ccounts following, which however 
the ublick Papers may in ſome Meaſure 
have anticipated, and on that Account it may 
. ſeer.1 needleſs, yet tis in order to do Juſtice 
to thoſe e in Scotland, who 
different their Principles may be from 
Peoples lik iag, they muſt not bear the Scan- 
dals, ſome People here in England are ſo 


In ordet᷑ to this, I chiak, I can do nothing 
more direQly ſerviceable than again to re- 
peat, and on all Occaſions prove, that the 
Kirk of Scotland, as ſuch, is not at all a- 
verſe, nor has at all profeſs'd her ſelf an 
Enemy to the Union in general; as for the 
Indiſcretion of Individuals, 1 have nothing 
to ſay tothat, nor is it chargeable on the 
Body, nor can they be reflected upon for it. 

But there are Tumults, ſay the Gentle 
men on the other fide, and they receive 
their Life ſrom the Church; and the gene- 
ral Appearance of the Commiſſion of the 
general Aﬀembly againſt the Union has been 
a great Encouragement co thoſe Tumults 
and Rabbles, and they have expreſs'd as 
much among them, and more is yet;ex- 
pected. ; 

The Truth of Fact of this ought, I con- 
ſeſs, to be a little examin'd into, and I' be 
as conciſe in it, as I can. 

That the Tumults in Glaſgow receiv'd 
their Riſe from the Kirk, cannot be, fince 
the Leaders of that Rabble appear to be 
profeſs d Enemies to the Kirk. Fimly their 
Leader, now a Priſoner in Edinburgh Caftle, 
declar'd himſelf for King Fames, and his 
Poſterity, with more particular Marks of In- 
veteracy, than care to remark z the poor 
Wretch being now in Miſery, and I care 
not to inſult the meaneſt Creature in the 
World, in his Diſtreſs. 

But from hence it is very plain, this 
Matter cannot proceed from the Kick; had 
it receiv'd any Encouragement by Argu- 
ments and Conſequences, as ſome le 
lay, is not this juſt ſuch a Suggeſtion, as 
the poor People had at Glaſgow, Viz. That 
the Soldiers were all of their ſide, and 
would not fignt agaiuft them? 

Deluſions of ſeveral Kinds riſe from the 
ſame Foundation, and they that ſay today, 
the Soldiers won't fight againſt them, ſay 
to morrow, the Church is of the ſame 
Mind with them, and the Deluſion is equal, 
as they find now to tneir Coft, 

But ſay the Gentlemen on the other 
fide, if the Church is not of their ſide, we 
are groſly miftaken ; for ate not the 
Dumfreis Men, that burnt the Articles, all 
Presbyterians, and are not theſe the Ad ions 
of the ſame Kind of People? 
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The Church is at leaft, ſay , made 
ule of, and bears the Burthen 2 
of all theſe Seditions. 

Really, Gentlemen, 1'il de the laſt Man 
in Britain, that ſhall undertake to anſwer 
for the Indiſcretions of any Part of Man- 
kind: Let every Man and Body of Men an- 
ſwer for themſeſves, but 1 cannot dut un- 
dece ive the People in England here; not 
ſo much for the Sake of the People 1 vin- 
dicate, for they need it not, as the People 
for whoſe Sake this Vindication is neceſſary. 

All the People concern'd in the Dumfrei 
Expedition, all the People concern'd in the 
Cameronian Meeting at . +. are not only not 
of the Presbyeerian Church, but they are 
diſou n'd as Mad-men, ard Enthuſiafticks 
by the Church in Scotland, Meſſ. Fobn 
Hepburn, and Meſſ. Crawford are Men de- 
pos'd by the Church, the whole Society 
have diſown'd the Church, ard are nor 
own'd by the Church, and how can wu har 
theſe do, be charg'd upon the Church of 
Scotland? + | | 

- But to put it out of Queſtios, and to dear 
the Church of Scotland from this Scandal, 
the Commiſhon of Aſſembly finding things 
driving on to the uochriftian and unteaſon- 
able Extremes, which they are now come 
to; they thought it bigh Iime to declare 
their Averſion to all ſuch Proceedings in the 
following Manner, and to ſend it as a cir- 
cular Letter to all theic Presbyteries —— 
As follows, 3 


* 


| Edinburgh, 
Reverend Dear Brother, Dec. 6t 


3 HE General Aſſembly of this Church 
baving appointed us to tate care, that 
it ſuffer no Prejudice through Neg led of due 
Application to tbe Honour able Eftates of Par- 
liament, or any other Judicatory concern'd in 
the Mar apement 3 Aﬀairs. We bave 
in this Fundture, wherein a Treaty of Union 
with tbe Neighbow ing Kingdom is under De- 
liberation tefore the Repreſematives of ow 
Nation, endeavoured, and are fliÞendetvour- 
ing to exonaur our Conſciences, in doing whas 
we judge iuaumbem pon us, for ſecuring the 
Doctrine, Morſbip a Diſcipline, Govern- 
ment; Rights n. Privileges of this Church, 
4 now by the great Goodneſs of GOD the 
ſame 


— 


ame are eftabliſb'd among us 3 and being in- 
fen of Diſorders and Tumults in ſome Parts 
of tbe 0 5 which de Enemies of our pre- 
ſent bappy laid ent may be ready 0 in- 
prove, the wit bont Ground, to the Diſaduan- 
rage and Reprocch of this Church. We do look 
upon it «s our Duty to recommend 10 4 aur 
Brethren z that as they bave in their Station 
Acceſi, they do diſcountenance and diſcourage 
all Jrregularities and Tumults, that tend to 
diſturb ibe Government of our Gracious So- 
vereign the QUEEN, 10 we 4re in 
Gratitude as well u Duty, under the bigheſt 
Obligations ; ſeeing in the bini Providence 
of God, We by Her good and wiſe Management, 
enjoy ſo many Advantages, and n h 
Preſervation aur Pe. ice, and tbe Security of 
all that's dear to us d: under God depend, 
This in Name and 5y Order of the Com- 
on of the General {jſembly of this National 


ft 
Church is ſubſcril d &. 
Reverend Dat Brother, 


Your affectionate and dear Brother, 
and Scrvan; in the Lord. 


1 chooſe to publiſh bis Paper, to diſ- 
cover the Fraud of thoſe eue, who woul 
faia fix the Scandal of theſe tumualtuous 
Proceedings upon the Kirk of Sc. 

If this be a Demonſtration of their gene- 
ral Oppoſition, thea it is a Proof, that if 
any particular Men, tho Members of chat 


Society, bave on any Occaſion miſ hehaved 


themſelves, they oughe to charge thole 
Miſ- behaviour tu the Account of the Pet - 
- fons in particular, and not to the Body of 
the Church; and if this Method (hall not 
be allow d, no Church in the World ſhall be 
tee of the Scandals and Calumaies brought 
on them by the particular Members z which 
would be a Method ſo irregular, that no 
Society in che World could be tee. 


( 599) 


under their JuriſdiQioo, they did it as f. 

asin Reaſda could de expected of them, au 
circumſtantial} Miſtakes are not in my Procuce 
10 e with, at mot that is but an Error 
— » 2nd will not reach the pte- 


'Tis plain, they are Enemics in general, 
as Body, 2s 2 Church, or as a Society, to 
Confafions, Tamalts, and all Manner of 
Diſorders, and l have therefore given the 
lranſcripe of their Act bf Cummillion, that 
it may teſtiſie fur them ; chat whatever is 
alledg'd, che Kirk contiaues ſtediaſt in the 
Obedience of the-QUEEN's Authority, Re- 
ſped to Her Majeſty's Perſos, and due Sub- 
miſhon to all the neceſſary Parts of Govern- 
ment I mighremlarge on this thing, but l 
think, it needs it not lt cannot 
chat Tumult and Riot can ever be of Uſ- 
to the Church, their Couſtitution is pre- 
ſerv d by Civil Government and Obedience 
to Authority; they are undone and de- 
ficoy d as a Body, when the Civil Oosern- 
ment is overthrown and therefvee when- 
ev=r they have Recourſe to Tumult and 
Rabble; which is at Authority, 


Order and Law, t upp d to 
de bereft and being 
lunatick, be whelly unfit to direct chem - 
[VS —— | 
— ——— —— — — 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Hereas an ill. minded Perſon bath 
counterfeited the i te Plaj- 


ſo ſj 

— 8 0 0 FT 
Wa done This is therefor 
to give Notice, that the 22 — 


Plaiſter, ſo famous for 


If avy Man ſay here; why did they not after 


do this ſooner, before the had gain'd 
any ſuch Eacoura nts co 11 — 
This may be reply” d co thus; if the Com- 
miſſion has done it, as ſoon as the real Ap- 
pearance of Malecontents was to be found 


amoag the Profeſſors of theic on Religion 
withia their owa Church, and conſequently 


ar ee e vr 
| 7 
E hoſe fold as 


% 


